
B
ournville C

arillon

T
his carillon [3] ranks as one of the

finest and largest in G
reat B

ritain, having
forty-eight bells hung below

 a dom
ed copper

cupola above the tow
er of the junior and

infant schools on B
ournville V

illage G
reen.

T
he carillon is ow

ned and adm
inistered by

the B
ournville V

illage T
rust. A

s a general rule,
the carillon is played tw

ice every S
aturday at

12.00 noon and 3.00 pm
 for approxim

ately
one hour.

B
ookings for tours to visit the carillon

and see it being played are taken in the
visitor centre. T

here is also a C
C

T
V

 link to
the carillon as it is being played. It also hosts
one of the few

 carillon schools in the w
orld.

R
ight in the centre of B

ournville V
illage

G
reen is T

he R
est H

ouse. T
his historic

building is hom
e to the carillon shop and

visitor centre.
T

he R
est H

ouse w
as erected to

com
m

em
orate the S

ilver W
edding G

eorge
and E

lizabeth C
adbury and given, as

inscribed on the stone tablet, “by the
w

orldw
ide em

ployees of C
adbury B

ros. Ltd.,”

B
ournville V

illage Trust w
as established

in 1900 by G
eorge C

adbury to m
anage the

buildings and the estate w
hich he had begun

to develop five years earlier.

C
adbury W

orld

T
his is a w

orld class visitor attraction
giving the history of the discovery and
developm

ent of chocolate and the w
ork of the

C
adbury fam

ily from
 a shop in B

ull S
treet

B
irm

ingham
 to becom

e the com
pany it now

is.
C

adbury W
orld is w

ell w
orth a visit;

how
ever tw

o of the free attractions are the
largest chocolate shop in the w

orld
 [8] and

the B
ournville E

xperience M
useum

 [9] as
w

ell as a cafe. T
he m

useum
 is situated to the

left of the m
ain entrance [9] dow

n a ram
p. It

also show
s various historical film

s.
(‘T

he B
ournville S

tory’ D
V

D
 m

ay be
borrow

ed from
 the F

iR
s office)

T
he m

ain attraction, C
adbury W

orld
, is

a tim
ed entry visit taking a m

inim
um

 of 90
m

inutes (for bookings and paym
ent contact

w
w

w
.cadburyw

orld.co.uk Tel. 0845 450 3599)
B

ooking is advisable as the tours during
popular tim

es are usually oversubscribed.
o O

 o

Y
ou w

ill have noticed on your w
alk the

im
portance that G

eorge C
adbury show

ed to
ensuring that B

ournville had good facilities for
the staff and residents. T

here is plenty of
open space for casual w

alking, gam
es and

organised sports also educational and
recreational opportunities. H

ouses are of
good size w

ith gardens front and back.
T

hese are the im
portant am

enity values
that B

V
T

 (B
ournville V

illage T
rust) endeavour

to m
aintain.

B
ournville village

the
C

arillon,
C

adbury W
orld

and the
B

ournville
E

xperience

A
n afternoon w

alk,
(or several w

alks),
for those staying in

W
oodbrooke

W
e are sure that m

any people not staying there w
ill also find

it of interest!
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w
w

w
.1624country.org.uk

July 2010 W
W

S
ee also the leaflet ‘T

he B
ournville

G
reen’



Leave
W

oodbrooke via
the back gate [1]
and turn left behind
the lake and w

alk
along the hedge to
W

oodbrooke Lane
(A

lternatively, the
longer route, leave by the front gate and turn
left, and then first left into B

ournville Lane
and then join W

oodbrooke Lane)
G

o left to the end of B
ournville Lane.

Look at the B
ournville V

illage style houses
along the road. If you w

ish, as an alternative,
follow

 the path through the park beside the
stream

.
O

n the left is the B
ournville C

ollege of
A

rts [2], now
 part of B

irm
ingham

 C
ity

U
niversity, (B

C
U

).
O

n the right are the prim
ary and junior

schools [3] and on the top of the prim
ary

school you can see the C
arillon

 [see
separate paragraph].

R
ight across the road (Linden Lane) is

B
ournville G

reen
. O

n the left of the green is
B

ournville M
eeting H

ouse
 [4]. O

n the
M

eeting H
ouse w

all that faces the green is a

bust of G
eorge C

adbury
.

In the centre of the green is the
R

est H
ouse

 [5] w
hich is now

 used as an
inform

ation centre for the C
arillon

 it has lots
of souvenirs and books available for
purchase as w

ell as details of guided tours
w

hich are available m
ost S

aturdays.
A

long S
ycam

ore R
oad right opposite the

green is a row
 of shops. To the left along the

road is the  D
ay C

ontinuation C
ollege

 now
also part of B

C
U

. B
eyond that is S

elly M
anor

[6] a rebuilt and restored m
edieval building,

saved by G
eorge C

adbury from
 dem

olition.
T

his m
ay be open to visitors (entry charge).

B
ack along S

ycam
ore R

oad beyond the
row

 of shops is S
t. F

rancis of A
ssisi C

hurch
(C

ofE
). In the m

iddle of the row
 of shops is a

short footpath [7] and turn left tow
ards the

C
adbury F

actory and C
adbury W

orld
 [8]

(see separate paragraph). H
ere you can visit

the largest chocolate shop in the w
orld.

T
here is also a cafe. O

n the far side of the
building is the B

ournville E
xperience

M
useum

 [9]. T
his free m

useum
 has an

excellent display of inform
ation about the

founding of B
ournville, including scale

m
odels of sections of the original village.

A
t th

is p
o

in
t yo

u
 can

 eith
er retu

rn
 to

W
o

o
d

b
ro

o
ke o

r fo
llo

w
 th

e sig
n

s to
 th

e
B

o
u

rn
ville rail statio

n
.  T

he next part of this
part of the w

alk runs betw
een the C

adbury
factory and the cricket field. Turn left along
B

ournville Lane.  H
ere you are passing the

front of the factory and its offices w
ith other

factory related buildings on the right.  W
hen

you reach the rail station you w
ill notice that it

is painted in the C
adbury corporate colours!

P
ass through the bridge under the

railw
ay and you com

e to a different w
orld.

T
he shops on the left have stone plaques

saying B
ournville M

arket
. T

he houses are
traditional V

ictorian artisan terraced houses.
C

ontinue straight ahead and on the left you
w

ill pass the ‘F
ree Library’

, the sw
im

m
ing

baths (closed w
ith scaffolding) and then to

the old S
tirchley M

eeting H
ouse

 [10]  round
the corner to the left (sold in 2007). It w

as
here that B

ournville F
riends m

et before the
B

ournville M
eeting house w

as built in 1905.
P

ass dow
n the passage on the right of

the building to the sm
all park. O

n the left you
w

ill see the rem
ains of the bow

ling green.
Take the path out of the far corner of the

park, turn left, and then w
alk dow

n one of the
grandly nam

ed O
xford, B

ond or R
egent

S
treets. A

t the end of these turn right and go
back under the bridge.

C
ontinue along B

ournville Lane and at
the end of the cricket ground straight over
and return to W

oodbrooke.


