
L
et us joint together and sing ..
M

ission, F
ellow

ship or P
rogram

m
ed F

riends m
eetings w

ere once com
m

on
across the country. M

any no longer m
eet.

M
any F

riends think that w
e have alw

ays had a tradition of silent w
orship

and w
aiting for m

inistry from
 those to w

ho the Lord chose to give a m
essage,

and generally speaking that is so although in past tim
es w

e have appointed
G

ospel m
inisters w

ho w
ere selected as having a special gift.

W
hiles this ‘quietist’ tradition is com

m
on it m

ust not be taken as absolute.
W

e have also a tradition of hym
n singing! 

T
he follow

ing extract describes it
w

ell.“In
 th

o
se

 d
a

ys, a
ll o

u
r F

rie
n

d
s S

ch
o

o
ls a

n
d

 m
a

n
y M

e
e

tin
g

s in
 th

is Y
M

h
e

ld
, in

 a
d

d
itio

n
 to

 M
e

e
tin

g
 fo

r Worsh
ip

, fo
rm

a
l E

ve
n

in
g

 M
e

e
tin

g
s w

ith
h

ym
n

s, p
ra

ye
rs, B

ib
le

 r
e

a
d

in
g

 a
n

d
 a

n
 a

d
d

ress, o
fte

n
 b

y a
 visitin

g
sp

e
a

ke
r. T

h
is w

a
s th

e
ir m

a
in

 m
e

a
n

s o
f o

u
tr

e
a

ch
, a

n
d

 m
a

n
y F

rie
n

d
s

co
u

ld
 re

ca
ll th

a
t th

is w
a

s th
e

ir first co
n

ta
ct w

ith
 u

s. W
e

lls n
e

xt th
e

 S
e

a
,

a
m

o
n

g
 o

th
e

r M
e

e
tin

g
s ca

rrie
d

 o
n

 th
is tra

d
itio

n
 lo

n
g

e
r th

a
n

 m
o

st, a
n

d
P

a
ke

fie
ld

 still d
o

e
s.

W
h

e
n

 th
e

 E
va

n
g

e
lica

l R
e

viva
l d

r
e

w
 F

rie
n

d
s from

 th
e

ir in
w

a
rd lo

o
kin

g
Q

u
ie

tism
 to

 o
u

trea
ch

in
g

 w
itn

e
ss a

n
d

 se
r

vice
, so

m
e

 M
e

e
tin

g
s fo

u
n

d
 th

e
ir

p
re

m
ise

s to
o

 sm
a

ll. 
A

n
 e

xte
n

sio
n

 w
a

s u
su

a
lly m

a
d

e
 to

 th
e

 e
xistin

g
M

e
e

tin
g

 H
o

u
se

, a
s a

t Wells a
n

d
 B

e
ccle

s, b
u

t u
n

fo
r

tu
n

a
te

ly th
is w

a
s n

o
t

p
o

ssib
le

 a
t P

a
ke

fie
ld

 so
 th

e
ir e

xte
n

sio
n

 to
o

k th
e

 fo
rm

 o
f a

 n
e

w
 b

u
ild

in
g

in
 n

e
a

r-b
y St. G

e
o

rg
e

’s R
o

a
d

. T
h

is se
p

a
ra

tio
n

 o
f p

r
e

m
ise

s h
a

s le
d

p
re

se
n

t M
o

n
th

ly M
e

e
tin

g
 F

rie
n

d
s, w

h
o

 la
ck th

e
 b

a
ckg

r
o

u
n

d
 h

isto
ry, to

a
ssu

m
e

 th
a

t th
e

 M
issio

n
 is a

 se
p

a
ra

te
 e

n
tity

, w
h

ich
 it h

a
s n

e
ve

r b
e

e
n

.
D

u
rin

g
 th

o
se

 ye
a

rs w
h

e
n

 th
e

 M
e

e
tin

g
 H

o
u

se
 w

a
s clo

se
d

, it w
a

s th
e

vig
o

ro
u

s life
 co

n
tin

u
in

g
 o

n
 w

e
e

kd
a

ys a
n

d
 S

u
n

d
a

ys in
 th

e
 F

rie
n

d
s

M
issio

n
 w

h
ich

 e
n

a
b

le
d

 th
e

 p
r

e
se

n
t M

e
e

tin
g

 fo
r Worsh

ip
 to

 b
e

 revive
d

.”

F
ro

m
 a

 le
tte

r b
y K

a
th

le
e

n
 M

 
A
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rd
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n
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 1

9
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1
 to
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f
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o
rw

ich
 a

n
d

 Lyn
n

 M
o

n
th

ly M
e

e
tin

g

Tow
ards the latter part of the 19th century there w

as an enthusiastic approach
to outreach. F

riends w
ere keen to share their m

essage w
ith others and took a

dynam
ic approach to m

eeting the people. 
T

he 1895 M
anchester C

onference

w
as part of this change. It w

as also realised that if w
e had a m

essage it w
as

im
portant to share the m

essage w
ith others in a w

ay that they w
ould w

elcom
e.

It w
as also realised that there w

ere m
ay be other useful types of m

eeting and
this included evening fellow

ship m
eetings.

T
hese evening m

eetings needed to respond to the local needs, the general
public as w

ell at to F
riends.

T
he outside public m

ay be considered (according to the 
Y

orkshire G
eneral

M
eeting 1905 com

m
ittee leaflet) from

 several groups;
•

seekers – unattached or loosely attached to other places of w
orship

•
those w

ho appreciate sim
plicity and w

arm
th of fellow

ship.
•

re
g

u
la

r ch
u

rch
 o

r ch
a

p
e

l g
o

e
rs w

h
o

 w
a

n
t so

m
e

th
in

g
 e

lse
occasionally, and

•
those w

ho are opposed to m
any form

s of religion but still w
ish to

w
orship

Teaching in the evening m
eetings should be;

•
on distinctive Q

uaker testim
onies e.g. P

eace, 
W

orship and the
m

inistry
•

general breath of outlook on creedal, biblical and other questions
•

the value of silence in w
orship

•
sim

plicity and lack of ritual
F

or our ow
n m

em
bers there is a need to include;

•
B

iblical teaching
•

Q
uaker teaching

•
teaching on subjects and problem

s at hom
e and abroad.

It w
ill be necessary for each m

eeting to consider w
hich of these or other

groups they feel especially called upon to m
inister to and m

ake arrangem
ents.

F
o

r e
xa

m
p

le
 P

a
ke

fie
ld

, n
e

xt to
 L

o
w

e
sto

ft a
im

e
d

 to
 a

p
p

e
a

l to
 sa

ilo
rs a

n
d

B
arking Tye to the local agricultural w

orkers.
S

upport for the w
ork cam

e from
 several sources ‘F

riends H
om

e M
ission’

as a part of H
om

e S
ervice D

epartm
ent in F

riends H
ouse w

here they appointed
M

issio
n

e
rs to

 g
o

 o
u

t a
n

d
 a

m
o

n
g

 o
th

e
r ta

sks h
e

lp
 lo

ca
l frie

n
d

s e
sta

b
lish

fellow
ship m

eetings and on a m
ore evangelical approach F

riends E
vangelistic

B
and.



“M
ay the Lord B

less
and K

eep you”
A

 brief history of som
e of the program

m
ed m

eeting tradition
w

ithin B
ritain Yearly M

eeting

M
ission, F

ellow
ship or P

rogram
m

ed F
riends m

eetings w
ere once com

m
on across

the country. M
any have died out.

P
erhaps now

 is the tim
e for a program

m
e of outreach?

B
o

u
rn

ville
 M

e
e

tin
g

 h
o

u
se

 - T
h

e
 o

n
ly Q

u
a

ke
r M

e
e

tin
g

 H
o

u
se

 w
ith

 a
n

 o
r

g
a

n

It w
as also recognised that singing has an im

portant place and there w
as a

need for a social m
eeting w

ithout the form
ality of the m

orning m
eeting. It

w
as also realised that am

ong the m
em

bers w
ere those w

ho could speak to a
sm

all inform
al groups but w

ould be put of
f speaking in a large form

al gathering.
T

he program
m

e for H
artshill evening m

eeting is; hym
n, prayer

, hym
n,

B
ible reading, hym

n w
ith the collection and notices, hym

n, the address, hym
n

and the closing prayer
.

S
o F

riends, if your m
eeting house looks a bit like a m

ission hall, or you
find a box of hym

n books and B
ibles in a cupboard perhaps you used to have

a fellow
ship m

eeting?

C
urrently (know

n to the author in 2009) there are regular program
m

ed
F

rie
n

d
s F

e
llo

w
sh

ip
 m

e
e

tin
g

s a
t H

a
rtsh

ill, P
a

ke
fie

ld
 a

n
d

 S
o

u
th

 L
ittle

to
n

M
eeting H

ouses. Additionally F
riends H

ouse hosts a program
m

ed K
enyan

style m
eeting although that is not from

 quite the sam
e root.

T
here used to be fellow

ship m
eetings in probably m

any m
ore m

eeting
houses across the country including;

E
ast A

nglia:- B
eccles, B

ungay, B
arking Tye, D

iss, W
ells next the S

ea.
M

idlands:- B
addesley E

nsor
, B

ournville (the only m
eeting house w

ith an
o

rg
a

n
), C

o
ve

n
try, F

a
rm

 Stre
e

t, H
a

ll G
re

e
n

, H
a

y M
ills, M

o
se

le
y R

o
a

d
,

N
orthfield, and Stirchley.

R
eferences:

‘S
p

re
a

d
in

g
 o

u
r M

e
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g
e

, o
r O

u
r S

u
n

d
a

y E
ve

n
in

g
 M

e
e

tin
g

s’. P
u

b
 

Y
o

rksh
ire

Q
u

a
rte

rly
 M

e
e

tin
g
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0
5

 C
o

m
m

itte
e

. 8
p

p
 [O

n
 th

e
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s
o

u
rc

e
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.1624country.org.uk]
‘Littleton F

riends M
ission’ B

y P
hilip B

ayliss of E
vesham

 and Littelton M
eetings.

P
rivate publication 2005

‘T
he Q

uaker M
eeting H

ouses of B
ritain’ by D

avid M
 B

utler pub F
riends H

istorical
S

ociety
‘S

om
e of H

is W
ays’ by G

eorge A
 F

ox. A
 history of F

riends E
vangelistic B

and.
P

ub 1948 (F
E

B
 w

as renam
ed ‘F

ellow
ship for E

vangelising B
ritain’
s V

illages’ in
1968)
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